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 Identifying and evaluating investor  
 source markets and industries .

Wirtschaftsförderung Region Leipzig 
GmbH seeks to attract companies to 
Leipzig and the districts of Leipzig and 
North Saxony and create jobs there. New 
companies and jobs increase the economic 
power of the region, make it more attractive 
for future investment and imbue it with 
additional vitality.

Leipzig Fraunhofer Center conducted 
a detailed study to identify and evaluate 
potential investor source markets and indus-
tries in the Leipzig region. In this context, 
investors source markets for investors are 
countries and regions that are home to 
companies interested in investing in Leipzig 
and North Saxony as part of their interna-
tional corporate activities.

Potential investor source markets and 
industries are identified on the basis of 
different sub-analyses. The study examined 
foreign direct investment in Germany and 
the region. Additionally, interviews were 
conducted with regional industry experts, 
providing insights into the strengths and 
potential as well as the weaknesses and 
deficits of the main regional industries: 
the automotive and supply industry, health 
management and biotechnology, energy 
and environmental technology, logistics, 
IT, chemistry and plastics, and mechanical 
engineering. The complexity of the value 
chains, the potential of individual industries 
for attracting companies and the general 
conditions of specific industries in the 
region were also examined. 

An industry analysis and an evaluation 
of the structure, trends and expansion 
potential of the industrial sectors of the 
manufacturing industry were carried out 
subsequently in the potential investor 
source markers and industries identified. 
The findings of the study ultimately pointed 
the way towards appropriate international 
investor source markets for Leipzig and 
the region, and will help in reaching out 
to specific potential investors and bringing 
them to the region.

Contact: 
Adrienne Melde

Research Fellow Regional Positioning 
and Location Development Unit

adrienne.melde@moez.fraunhofer.de 
+49 341 231039-155

Duration: 12/2013 – 3/2014

Client: Wirtschaftsförderung 
Region Leipzig GmbH

Lutz Thielemann, Managing Director of the 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Leipzig GmbH and 
Professor Thorsten Posselt, Institute Director of 
Fraunhofer Center Leipzig, at the handover of the study.

 Handbook for EU structural fund 
 beneficiaries – transition towards 
 more applied research .

“Best Practice and Practical Guidance 
on Undertaking and Managing Applied 
Research“ is the title of the handbook, 
which has been published on behalf of 
the European Investment Bank (EIB) by the 
Professional Development and Competence 
Management unit at Fraunhofer Center 
Leipzig. The tools and strategies developed 
by the Fraunhofer researchers assist research 
institutions and small and medium-sized 
industrial enterprises in gradually intro-
ducing market-pull and technology-push 
research practices. The innovative findings 
of this work provide public research institu-
tions and the industrial sector with a solid 
foundation for growth. 

The handbook describes methods

■ for developing principles and
processes for a well-functioning
research culture;

■ for the transformation to applied
research;

■ for sustainable knowledge
management;

■ for the strategic planning,
initiation and maintenance of
productive partnerships, and

■ for networking between research
institutions in the public sector.

The handbook also outlines potential 
obstacles and impediments that need 
to be taken into account when develop-
ing and implementing applied research 
approaches.

Duration: 9/2014 – 4/2015

Client: European Investment Bank

Team: Anzhela Preissler, Prof. Dr. Thorsten Posselt, 
Prof. Dr. Arno Basedow, Prof. Dr. Karol Kozak, Wojciech 
Roskiewicz, Jeanine Haack, Michal Turowicz

Researchers of the Fraunhofer Center in 
Leipzig have published a practical handbook on 
applied research, which, in addition to best 
practice modules, offers tools and strategies for 
developing a modern research culture.

Contact: 
Anzhela Preissler 

Head of Unit Professional 
Development and Competence 
Management 

anzhela.preissler@moez.fraunhofer.de 
+49 341 231039-133




